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e The Speech given by Commandant Ernesto Gue- 
vara, the Minister of Industry of Cuba, at the 
Second Afro-asian Economic Conference, held in 
Algeria from the 22nd to 27th February, 1965. 


0 General Declaration of the Conference. 


The Republic of Cuba 
The Foreign Ministry 
Information Department 


Dear Brothers: 


Cuba attends this Conference 
to raise on her own the voice of 
the peoples of America, and as 
we have emphasized on other 
occasions also, in her condition 
as an under-developed nation, 
which is, at the same time, build- 
ing Socialism. 


It is not by accident that our 
representation is permitted to give 
its opinion among the peoples of 
Asia and Africa. A common aspi- 
ration unites us in our march to- 
ward the future: the defeat of 
imperialism. A common past of 
struggle against the same enemy 
has united us along the road. 


This is an assembly of strug- 
gling peoples, and this struggle is 
being developed on two equally 
important fronts which require all 
our efforts. The struggle against 
imperialism for liberation from 
colonial and neo-colonial bonds 
carried out by political arms, fire- 
arms, or a combination of both, is 
not disconnected from the strug- 
gle against backwardness and 
poverty; both are steps on the 
same road leading toward the 


creation of a new society, rich 
and just at the same time. 


It is imperative to take the po- 
litical power, and to liquidate 
the oppressor classes, but then, 
the second stage of the struggle 
must be faced, which, perhaps, 
may have more difficult features 
than the previous one. 


Ever since monopoly capital 
took over the world it has main- 
tained in poverty the greater part 
of humanity, dividing all profits 
among the group of the most pow- 
erful countries. The standard of 
living of those countries is based 
on the misery of ours. Thus, in 
order to raise the standard of liv- 
ing of under-developed peoples, 
there must be a fight against im- 
perialism. And each time a coun- 
try is removed from the impe- 
rialist tree, it is not only a partial 
batile won against the main en- 
emy, but it is also a contribution 
to its real weakening, and taking 
a step toward the final victory. 


There are no boundaries in this 
struggle to the death. We cannot 
remain indifferent to what hap- 
pens anywhere in the world, for 
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a victory of any country over im- 
perialism is a victory for us, and 
likewise, a defeat of any nation 
is a defeat for all. The practising 
of proletarian internationalism is 
not only a duty of the peoples 
struggling for a better future, but 
it is, besides, an unavoidable ne- 
cessity. If the imperialist enemy, 
American or any other, unfolds 
his actions against the under- 
developed peoples and against 
the socialist countries, simple log- 
ic determines the need of an 
alliance between the under-deve- 
loped peoples and the socialist 
countries. If there were no other 
uniting factor, the common enemy 
should be it. 

"Of course, this union cannot be 
made spontaneously, without dis- 
cussions, without a preceding 
childbirth which at times is very 
painful. 

Each time a country is freed, 
we say, it is a defeat for the world 
imperialist system, but we must 
agree that the removal does not 
happen by the mere fact of pro- 
claiming independence or by ob- 
taining,an armed victory in a re- 
volution. Freedom takes place 
when the imperialist economic 
domination ceases to be practised 
on a people. 

Therefore, it is in the interest 
of the socialist countries, as a 
vital question, that these remo- 
vals take place. And it is our in- 
ternational duty, the duty deter- 
mined by our guiding ideology, 
to contribute with our efforts to 
the most rapid and profound li- 

eration. 


A conclusion must be reached 
from all this: the development of 
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countries now starting on the 
road to liberation should be paid 
for by the socialist countries. We 
state it this way without any in- 
tention of blackmail or dramatics 
whatsoever, nor looking for an 
easy way of getting closer to all 
the Afro-Asiatic peoples, but as 
a profound conviction. Socialism 
cannot exist without a change in 
conscience provoking a new fra- 
ternal attitude toward humanity, 
both for the individual in the so- 
ciety building socialism or when 
it has been built, and world-wide 
in relation to all peoples suffer- 
ing imperialist oppression. 

We believe the responsability 
of aiding dependent countries 
should be approached with such 
a spirit and there should not be 
any more talk about developing 
trade for mutual benefit based 
on prices rigged against under- 
developed countries by the law 
of values and international re- 
lations of unequal exchange 
brought about by that law of 
values. 

How can one call “mutual be- 
nefit” to the selling at world mar- 
ket prices raw materials costing 
limitless sweat and suffering to 
the under-developed countries 
and buying machinery produces 
in large automatic factories of the 
present age? 

If we establish that type of re- 
lations between the two groups 
of nations, we must agree that 
the socialist countries are, in a 
way, accomplices of imperialist 
exploitation. 

It can be argued that the a- 


mount of exchange with under- 
developed countries is an insig- 


nificant part of the foreign trade 
of those countries. It is a great 
truth, but it does not eliminate the 
immoral character of the trade. 


The socialist countries have the 
moral duty of liquidating their 
tacit complicity with the exploiter 
countries of the West. The fact 
that trade is small today does not 
mean much. In 1959 Cuba sold 
sugar only occasionally to a so- 
cialist-block country, through En- 
glish brokers or brokers of other 
nationalities mostly. 


Today eighty per cent of her 
trade is with that area; all of her 
vital supplies come from the so- 
cialist camp and, in fact, she has 
joined that camp. We cannot say 
that this has been brought about 
by the mere increase in trade, 
nor that trade has increased by 
the destruction of the old order 
and the embracing of the socia- 
list form of development; both 
extremes touch each other and 
are inter-related. 


We did not undertake the path 
that ends in communism foresee- 
ing all steps as a logical product 
of ideological development that 
will advance with a determined 
goal. Socialist truths plus the na- 
ked truths of imperialism forged 
our people and taught them the 
path which we consciously adop- 
ted later. The peoples of Africa 
and Asia heading to their definite 
liberation should take the same 
path. They will follow it sooner 
or later although their socialism 
may take any defining adjective 
today. 

There is no other definition of 
socialism valid for us than the 
abolition of exploitation of man 


by man. As long as this has not 
been achieved we are in the stage 
of building the socialist society, 
and if instead of this phenome- 
non, the tash of suppression of 
exploitation comes to a halt, or 
even recedes, it is not valid even 
to speak of the building of so- 
cialism. 


We have to prepare conditioris 
so that our brothers directly and 
consciously take the path of the 
decisive abolition of exploitation, 
but we cannot ask them to take 
that path if we ourselves are 
accomplices of such exploitation. 
lí we were asked what are the 
methods for establishing equita- 
ble prices, we could not answer, 
because we do not know the 
practical magnitude of that ques- 
tion. We only know that after 
political discussions, the Soviet 
Union and Cuba have signed 
advantageous agreements for us, 
by means of which, we will sell 
five milion tons of sugar at fixed 
prices above those of the so-called 
free world sugar market. The 
People's Republic of China also 
pays those prices. 


This is only the groundwork, 
the real task consists in establish- 
ing prices permitting develop- 
ment. A great change of concep- 
tion will be to change the order 
of international relations; foreign 
trade should not determine poli- 
cy but, on the contrary, it should 
be subordinated to a fraternal 
policy toward the peoples. Let us 
analize briefly the problem of 
long-term credits for developing 
basic industries. We find frequen- 
tly that beneficiary countries are 
willing to install industrial plants 
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too large for their actual possibi- 
lities and whose products will not 
be consumed in their territories, 
and compromising their reserves 
in the effort. Our reasoning is 
that socialist states investments 
in their own territories weigh 
directly on the state budget and 
are only recovered by the use 
of the products in the elaboration 
process up to the very end of 
manufacturing. We propose that 
some thought be given to the 
possibility of making this type of 
investments in under-developed 
countries. 


This way an immense underly- 
ing force in our continents, miser- 
ably exploited but never aided in 
their development could be put 
into motion and to begin a new 
stage of authentic international 
division of work, not based on 
the history of what has been done 
up to now, but based on the fu- 
ture history of what can be done. 


The States in whose territories 
the new investments are to be 
made, will have all the inherent 
rights of sovereign property over 
them, without any payments or 
credits. The possessor being obli- 
ged to supply determined quan- 
tities of products to the investing 
countries during certain number 
of years and at certain prices. 


The method for financing the 
local part of the expenses incu- 
rred by the country engaged in 
investments of this kind is worthy 
of study also. The supplying of 
marketable goods on long-term 
credits to governments of under- 
developed countries would be 
one form of aid not requiring the 
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expenditure of freely convertible 
funds. Another of the difficult pro- 
blems to solve is the mastering 
of technique. The lack of techni- 
cians under-developed countries 
are facing, is well known by all. 
Institutes of learning and cadres 
are lacking. Active awareness of 
our requirements, and the deci- 
sion to implement with first pri- 
ority a policy of technical, cultu- 
ral and ideological development 
are sometimes also lacking. 


The socialist countries should 
supply the aid for organizing cen- 
ters for technical training, to in- 
sist on the great importance of 
this and to supply technicians to 
fill the present need. 


It is necessary to insist further 
on this last point. Technicians 
coming to our countries must be 
exemplary. They are comrades 
who must face a strange environ- 
ment, often hostile to technique, 
speaking a different language 
and with totally different costu- 
mes. The technicians facing the 
difficult task, should be, first of 
all, Communists in the most pro- 
found and noble sense of the 
word. With this single quality, 
plus a minimum of organization 
and flexibility, wonders will be 
done. 


We know it can be done be- 
cause brother countries have sent 
us a certain number of techni- 
cians who have done more to- 
ward the development of our 
country than ten institutes, and 
have contributed more to aur 
friendship than ten ambassadors 
or one hundred diplomatic recep- 
tions. 


If we could achieve the points 
noted, and also put within the 
reach of under-developed coun- 
tries all the technology of the ad- 
vanced countries, without using 
the present method of patents 
covering the discoveries of dif- 
ferent countries, we would pro- 
gress a great deal in our com- 
mon task. 


Imperialism has been defeated 
in many partial battles. But, it 
is a considerable force in the 
world, and we cannot expect its 
final defeat, except through the 
effort and sacrifice of all of us. 


The aggregate measures pro- 
posed, however, cannot be taken 
unilaterally. The development of 
under-developed countries should 
be paid for by the socialist coun- 
tries, we agree. But the forces ol 
the under-developed countries al- 
so must be put under tension and 
firmly take the road of the build- 
ing of a new society —whatever 
the name may be—where the 
machine, instrument of work, may 
not be an instrument of exploita- 
tion of man by man. Neither can 
the confidence of socialist coun- 
tries be expected playing on the 
scales between capitalism and 
socialism, trying to use both for- 
ces as counter-weights in order 
to gain certain advantages from 
such competition. A new policy 
of absolute seriousness should 
govern the relations between the 
two groups of societies. It is con- 
venient to emphasize, once more, 
that the means of production 
should be, preferably, in the 
hands of the State, so that the 
signs of exploitation may gradu- 
ally disappear. 


On the other hand, develop- 
ment cannot be abandoned to 
absolute improvisation, it is ne- 
cessary to plan the building of 
the new society. Planning is one 
of the laws of socialism, without 
which it would not exist. Without 
correct planning there cannot be 
sufficient guarantee that all the 
economic sector of anyone coun- 
try could harmoniously bind 
themselves to take the forward 
strides the epoch in which we 
live demands. 


Planning is not an isolated pro- 
blem of each one of our small 
countries, distorted in their deve- 
lopment, possessors of some raw 
materials, or producers of some 
manufactured or semi-manufac- 
tured goods, but lacking in most 
others. From the very first, plann- 
ing should tend to some regional 
selection in order to coordinate 
economies of countries, and thus, 
to arrive at an integration on the 
basis of a genuine mutual be- 
nefit. 


We believe that the present 
road is full of dangers, dangers 
not invented or foreseen for a 
distant future by some superior 
mind, but the evident results of 
realities lashing us. The fight 
against colonialism has reached 
its final stages, but in the present 
era the colonial status is only a 
consequence of imperialist domi- 
nation. As long as imperialism 
exists, by definition, it will exert 
its domination over other coun- 
tries. That domination is called 
neo-colonialism today. 


Neo-colonialism was developed 
first in South America, in a whole 
continent, and today begins to 
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be noted with increasing inten- 
sity in Africa and Asia. Its forms 
of development and penetration 
have distinct characteristics. One 
is the brutal aggression we know 
of in the Congo. Brute force with- 
out any consideration or disguise 
of any kind is its final weapon. 
There is another one more sub- 
tle: the political penetration in li- 
berated countries, unity with the 
growing indigenous bourgeoisie, 
the development of a parasitic 
bourgeoisie closely linked to me- 
tropolitan interest and favored by 
a certain well-being or a transi- 
tory raising of the standard of 
living of the peoples because in 
a very backward country the 
simple step from feudal to capi- 
talist relations implies a great ad- 
vance notwithstanding the fatal 
consequences that eventually it 
may cause the workers. 
Neo-colonialism has shown its 
claws in the Congo. That is not 
a sign of power but of weakness; 
it had to revert to force, its final 
weapon, as an economic argu- 
mentation. This engenders oppos- 
ing reactions of great intensity. 
But it is also practiced in another 
series of countries of Africa and 
Asia in a much more subtle way 
and is rapidly creating what so- 
me have called the Southameri- 
canization of those continents, i.e., 
the development of a parasitic 
bourgeoisie adding nothing to 
the national wealth, but on the 
contrary, depositing outside the 
country, in capitalist banks, their 
huge dishonest profits and deal- 
ing with foreigners to obtain mo- 
re benefits, with absolute disre- 
gard for the well-being of their 


people. 
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There are also other dangers 
such as competition between bro- 
ther countries politically friendly 
and sometimes neighbors, trying 
to develop the same investments 
at the same time and for markets 
that oftentimes cannot accept the 
goods. This competition has the 
disadvantage of wasting energies 
that could be used for a much 
greater economic complement- 
ation and which permits the im- 
perialist monopolies game. 


Faced with the actual impossi- 
bility of carrying out a definite 
investment with the help of the 
socialist camp, on certain occa- 
sions it is done by agreements 
with the capitalists. And these 
capitalist investments have not 
only the disadvantage of the way 
the loans are made, but also 
complementary ones of great im- 
portance such as the establish- 
ment of joint corporations with 
a dangerous neighbor. As gen- 
erally investments are parallel to 
those of other states, they tend 
to divisions between friendly 
countries for economic differ- 
ences, as well as renewing the 
danger of corruption emanating 
from the constant presence of 
capitalism, skillful in the presen- 
tation of images of development 
and well-being that cloud the 
understanding of many people. 


Later on, the consequences of 
a saturated similar production is 
the fall of prices in the market. 
The affected countries find them- 
selves under the obligation of re- 
questing new loans or to permit 
complementary investments for 
competition. The falling of the eco- 
nomy into the hands of monop- 


olies and a slow but sure return 
to the past is the final consequen- 
ce of such a policy. To our un- 
derstanding , the only sure way 
of investing with imperialist pow- 
er participation is for the State 
to have a direct share as the sole 
buyer of goods, limiting imperi- 
alist action to the contracting of 
supplies, and not permitting them 
to go beyond the street door of 
our house. And here it is just and 
proper to take advantage of inter- 
imperialist contradictions in order 
to secure less burdensome terms. 


It is necessary to pay attention 
to the “disinterested” economic, 
cultural and other aid imperial- 
ism grants directly or by way of 
puppet states, more welcome in 
certain parts of the world. 


If all the pointed out dangers 
are not seen in time, the neo-co- 
lonial road may be inaugurated 
in countries that have begun with 
faith and enthusiasm their task of 
national liberation, establishing 
monopoly domination with such 
a gradual subtlety that it would 
be difficult to detect it until after 
its effects have made themselves 
brutally felt. 


There is a whole task to per- 
form. Huge problems confront our 
two worlds, that of the socialist 
countries and this one called the 
third world; problems directly 
bound to man and his well-being 
and to the struggle against the 
main culprit of our backwardness. 
In the face of them, all countries 
and peoples aware of their du- 
ties, of the dangers implied by 
the situation, of the sacrifices de- 
manded by development, should 


take concrete measures to bind 
our friendship in the two fields 
—the economic and the political— 
that can never go on separately. 
And organize a great compact 
block which in turn help new 
countries to free themselves, not 
only from political power, but 
from imperialist economic power 
as well. 


The aspect of liberation by arms 
from the power of a political op- 
pressor should be treated accord- 
ing to the rules of proletarian in- 
ternationalism. If it is absurd to 
think that the director of an en- 
terprise in a socialist country at 
war is doubtful about sending to 
a front the tanks he produces 
where there is no guarantee of 
payment, not less absurd must 
appear the inquiring about the 
possibility of payment from a 
people fighting for liberation or 
needing arms to defend its free- 
dom. Arms cannot be merchan- 
dise in our world, should be de- 
livered without any cost at all, 
and in the needed and possible 
quantities, to the peoples asking 
for them to use against the com- 
mon enemy. That is the spirit with 
which the USSR and the People’s 
Republic of China have offered 
us their military aid. We are so- 
cialists, we constitute a guarantee 
of the utilization of those arms, 
but we are not the only ones. 
And all of us should receive the 
same treatment. 


To the ominous attack by Ame- 
rican imperialism against Viet- 
Nam and the Congo, the answer 
should be the supplying of all the 
instruments of defense they may 
need, and to offer them our full 
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solidarity without any conditions 
whatsoever. 


In the economic aspect, we must 
conquer the road to development 
with the most advanced tech- 
nique available. We cannot fol- 
low the long ascending way of 
humanity from feudalism up to 
the atomic and automatic era: 
This would be the road or huge 
sacrifices and would be partially 
useless. It is necessary to take 
the technique wherever it may 
be, to take the great technical 
forward leap in order to reduce 
the difference existing between 
the more developed countries and 
ourselves. This should be in the 
large factories and in a properly 
developed agriculture also. And 
above all, it should have its 
foundation on a technical and 
ideological culture with enough 
mass base and power so as to 
permit the continous nursing of 
institutes and research institutions 
that have to be created in each 
country, and the men using the 
present technique who may be 
capable of adapting themselves 
to the newly mastered techniques. 


These cadres must be aware 
of their duties toward the society 
in which they live. There could 
not be an adequate technical cul- 
ture if it is not complemented by 
an ideological culture. And in most 
of our countries a proper foun- 
dation for industrial development, 
which determines the develop- 
ment of a modern society, could 
not exist if a beginning is not 
made by securing the necessary 
food, the most essential consumer 
goods and adequate education 
for the people. 
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A good part of national reve- 
nues must be spent on the so 
called unproductive investment in 
education and special attention 
must be given io the develop- 
ment of agricultural productivity. 
This has reached unbelievable 
levels indeed in many capitalist 
countries, provoking the sense- 
less crisis of over-production, in- 
vasion of grains and other nu- 
trients or invasion of industrial 
raw materials originating in ad- 
vanced countries, when there is 
a whole world suffering hunger, 
with enough land and men to 
produce several times what the 
entire world needs for feeding 
itself. 


Agriculture must be considered 
a fundamental pillar for develop- 
ment, and for this, changes in 
agricultural structure, adjustment 
to the new technical possibilities 
and the new duties of the elimi- 
nation of exploitation of man 
should be fundamental aspects 
of the work. 


Before making costly decision 
that could cause irreparable dam- 
age, a careful survey of the na- 
tional territory is needed. This 
aspect is one of the preliminary 
steps in economic research and 
a primary requirement for cor- 
rect planning. 


We warmly support Algeria's 
proposition for institutionalizing 
our relations. We only wish to 
make complementary consider- 
ations. 


First, for the Union to be an 
instrument of the struggle against 
imperialism, the cooperation of 


Latin American countries and the 
alliance of the socialist countries 
is necessary- 

Second, we must be watchful 
of the revolutionary character of 
the Union preventing the access 
of governments or movements 
not identified with the general 
aspirations of the people to the 
Union, and creating mechanisms 
that permit the separation of an- 
yone deviating from the just road, 
be it a government or a popular 
movement. 


Third, we must advocate the 
establishment of new relations 
creating a revolutionary jurispru- 
dence to defend us in case of 
conflict and to give new meaning 
to the relations between us and 
the rest of the world. 


We speak a revolutionary lan- 
guage, and we honestly fight for 
the triumph of that cause. But 
many times we entangle oursel- 
ves in the nets of an international 
law created as the result of con- 
frontations of the imperialist pow- 
ers and not by the struggle of the 
free peoples, of the just peoples. 


Our peoples, for instance, suf- 
fer the painful pressure of for- 
eign bases established in their 
territories, or have to carry the 
heavy burdens of external debts 
of incredible magnitude. 


The history of these tares is 
well known to all of us. Puppet 
governments, governments weak- 
ened by long struggles for liber- 
ation or the development of the 
capitalist laws of markets, have 
permitted the signing of treaties 
endangering internal stability and 
compromising our future. 


This is the time to shake off 
the yoke, to impose renegotiation 
of the oppressive external debts, 
and to force the imperialists to 
abandon their bases of aggres- 
sion. 


I woud not want to finish these 
words, this repetition of concepts 
you all know, without calling the 
attention of this seminary to the 
fact that Cuba is not the only 
American Socialist country. It 
simply is the only one that has 
the opportunity to speak before 
you today. That other countries 
are shedding their blood to gain 
the right we have. And from here, 
and from all conferences, and 
from all places where they may 
be held, with the greetings to 
the heroic peoples of Viet-Nam, 
of Laos, of the so-called Portu- 
guese Guinea, of South Africa, 
or of Palestine, to all exploited 
countries fighting for their eman- 
cipation we should, at the same 
time, send our voice of friend- 
ship, our hand and our breath to 
our brother peoples of Venezuela, 
Guatemala and Colombia who 
today bearing arms, are saying 
NO! to the imperialist enemy de- 
finitively. 


And there are few platforms to 
affirm this as symbolic as Algiers, 
one of the most heroic capitals 
of freedom. That the magnificent 
Algerian people, trained as few 
in the suffering for independence, 
under the decisive leadership of 
their Party, with our dear com- 
rade Ahmed Ben Bella at its 
head, serve us as an inspiration 
in this fight without quarters a- 
gainst world imperialism. 
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II 


GENERAL DECLARATION 


Preamble: 


The Economic Afro-Asian Se- 
minar, held in Algiers Capital of 
the Democratic and Popular Al- 
gerian Republic, from the 22nd 
till the 27th of February, 1965, is 
cm event of the greatest import- 
tance in the common struggle 
waged by Afro-Asian Peoples 
against imperialism, colonialism 
and neo-colonialism. It constitu- 
tes as well a new important type 
of, activity undertaken by the 
Afro-Asian People's Solidarity 
Organization. 


The Economic Seminar attend- 
ed by delegates from the Afro- 
Asian countries as well as by 
observers from Cuba, from the 
Permanent Bureau of the Asian 
Economic Seminar, and from the 
Economic Commission of the OAU 
was inaugurated by H.E. Ahmed 
Ben Bella, President of the De- 
mocratic and Popular Republic 
of Algeria. The participants were 
unanimous in their sincere thanks 
to the Algerian People and its 
government for the precious con- 
tribution they had given to the 
preparation and the success of 
this Seminar. 


The Economic Seminar, warm- 
ly hails the struggle of national 
liberation waged by all the op- 
pressed peoples of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America against im- 
perialism and colonialism. This 
struggle is linked with the strug- 
gle of the Socialist and Demo- 
cratic forces in the world, which 
constantly scores new successes, 
deals direct blows to the impe- 
rialists headed by the U.S.A., and 
gives a decisive contribution to 
the cause of world peace and 
the progress of humanity. 

The participants in this Semi- 
nary have stressed in their spe- 
eches the deep contradiction on 
political, economic ond military 
planes, between the imperialist 
countries and the Afro-Asian 
countries. The Economic Seminar 
underlines the fact that poverty 
and backwardness of Asian, 
African and Latin American coun- 
tries are essentially due to sys- 
tematic plunder perpetrated by 
the imperialist powers in the Afri- 
can, Asian and Latin American 
countries. 


The participants in the Seminar 
have discussed the most urgent 
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problems in relation to the strug- 
gle against imperialism, coloni- 
alism and neo-colonialism, and 
particularly in the economic field, 
and have determined the most 
efficient ways and means to in- 
tensify this action. 

The Economic Seminar has de- 
monstrated the fact that many 
Afro-Asian countries, especially 
the countries which are engaged 
in the non-capitalist way, have 
achieved positive results in the 
economic struggle against impe- 
rialism for the construction of an 
independent national economy. 

The Economic Seminar stresses 
the fact that colonialism, while 
granting political independence 
to some countries, maintains eco- 
nomic control in such a way that 
the development of these coun- 
tries is seriously handicaped. This 
domination of economy is done 
under cover of “aid” and tech- 
nical “cooperation”. 


Platform of Action 


The participants in the Econo- 
mic Seminar, after a thorough 
study of all questions on the 
agenda and in a spirit of solidar- 
ity between Afro-Asian Peoples, 
have elaborated the following 
platform of action: 

1. For Intensification of the 
Struggle of Peoples fighting 
for National Independence: 
a) Supply the liberation mo- 

vements with aid in arms, 
equipment, finances and 
formation of military ca- 
dres. This aid only cons- 
titutes a form of support, 
as the peoples in struggle 
must, essentially, depend 
on their own efforts; 
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b) Implement economic boy- 
cott and sever diplomatic 
relations with the colonis- 
ing countries and lead all 
the progressive forces of 
the world and the work- 
ing masses of the colonial 
metropoles to refuse par- 
ticipation in loading or 
unloading of products 
coming from or destined 
to Portugal, Israel, South 
Africa and Northern Rho- 
desia. 


2. For the Reconstruction of an 


4 


Independent National Eco- 
nomy: 


a) To depend essentially on 
our own forces, on the 
enthusiasm, dynamism 
and initiative of the mas- 
ses. 

b) To reinforce mutual aid 
and cooperation on the 
basis of equality and mu- 
tual benefit among all 
Afro-Asian Peoples. 


To widen the scope of So- 
lidarity of Afro-Asian Peo- 
ples with Latin American 
peoples; to develop links in 
all fields with the revolution- 
ary countries in Latin Ame- 
rica and particulary Cuba. 
To achieve complete Inde- 
pendence: 


a) To work for economic re- 
construction, abolishing 
all privileges of imperia-- 
ists; 

b) to implement profound 
social and economic 
changes (agrarian reform, 
nationalization, expanding 
the bases of planning); 


c) to exercise effective con- 


trol of the vital sectors of 
national economy; 


d) to promote economic re- 


lations between Afro- 
Asian countries on one 
hand, and developing and 
socialist countries on the 
other, on the basis of e- 
quality and mutual ben- 
efit; 


e) to revise foreign debts. 


Economic relations be- 
tween socialist countries 
and developing Afro- 
Asian countries should be 
on the basis of aid with- 
out any conditions or in- 
terests; 


f) to limit economic relations 


with imperialist countries 
without severing them en- 
tirely and without condi- 
tions. 


c) To standardize, through 
planning, the promotion 
of cadres in the Afro-Asian 
countries. 

The Economic Seminar reaf- 
firms that its work, in its entirety, 
exclusively comes within the fra- 
mework of the Afro-Asian-Latin 
American Peoples’ Solidarity Mo- 
vement, and that its decisions 
therefore cannot be connected in 
any way nor influenced by any 
organ of the UNO. 

The Economic Seminar, after 
consultations, takes note of the 
Algerian delegation's proposal 
and proposes to the Executive 
Committee of the Afro- Asian 
Peoples' Solidarity Movement to 
create organs which would study 
and propose to it solutions to ac- 
celerate the political and econo- 
mic independence of Afro-Asian 
countries. 


The Afro-Asian Economic Sem- 
inar Re-affirms: 
— Its full support to the people 


5. To harmonize and improve 
finances: 


a) To study the financial si- 


tuation inherited from co- 
lonialism; 


b) to prepare the new bases 


for loans taking into ac- 
count the concerns and 
economic objectives of the 
countries concerned. 


For the Formation and Pro- 
motion of Cadres: 


a) To immediately replace 


and in the most favoura- 
ble conditions the old co- 
lonialist cadres. 


b) To form cadres to prepare 


for and guarantee the re- 
construction of a genuine 
independent national eco- 
nomy. 


of South Vietnam in its heroic 
struggle against American impe- 
rialism, for independence and 
democracy, peace and neutrality. 
The Seminar recognises the Na- 
tional Front of Liberation as the 
sole and genuine representative 
of the people of South Vietnam. 

— Its firm support to the people 
of North Vietnam struggling a- 
gainst the military provocations 
of American imperialists, for safe- 
guarding the country's sovereign- 
ty and for peace in Indo-China. 

— Its firm support of the people 
of the Congo (Leopoldville) in its 
heroic struggle against imperial- 
ist interference and aggression. 

— Its firm support to the people 
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of Cuba in its heroic struggle a- 
gainst the provocations and ag- 
gressions of American imperial- 
ism. 

Its firm support to the armed 
struggle waged by the peoples 
of Angola, so-called “Portugue- 
se” Guinea and Mozambique, 
against Portuguese imperialism 
and its imperialist accomplices in 
N.A.T.O., and to the struggle of 
the Kamerun and other countries 
for freedom and liberation. 

—lIts firm support to the peo- 
ples of South and South West 
Africa in their just struggle a- 
gainst racial discrimination and 
the criminal apartheid policy, and 
for liberation. 

— Its firm support to the strug- 
gle of the Zi we people a- 
gainst the racialist regime of the 
settler minority imposed by force 
on the African people of Zim- 
babwe. 

— lts firm support to the peo- 
ples of Basutoland, Swaziland 
and the so-called “French” So- 
maliland as well as the other 
African peoples in their just strug- 
gle for independence and liberty. 

— lts firm support to the Pales- 
tinian people in its just struggle 
against Israel, the instrument of 
imperialism, and for the return 
oí the Arab refugees, as well 
to the Cypriot people in its strug- 
gle for "self-determination”. 

— Its firm support to the Arab 
peoples in their just struggle a- 
gainst imperialism and colonial- 
ism. 

— Its firm support to the Indo- 
nesian people in its just struggle 
against “Malaysia” the neo-co- 
lonialist plan forged by Anglo- 
American imperialism. 
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— lts firm support to the people 
of the Arab South, Aden and 
Oman, struggling against British 
imperialism. 

— Its firm support to the people 
of the so-called “French” Soma- 
liland against the oppression and 
injustice of French Colonialism. 

— lts firm support to the armed 
struggle of the North-Kalimantan 
people for national liberation. 

—lIts firm support to the Korean 
people in its struggle for the cess- 
ation of the criminal South-Ko- 
rean-Japan talks aiming at main- 
taining the partition of Korea 
and fabricating the NEATO ag- 
gressive bloc, for the withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from South Korea 
and for realizing the reunification 
of the country- 

Its firm support to the Japanese 
people in its noble, patriotic and 
anti-American struggle. 

—lIts firm support to the Lao- 
tian people in its struggle against 
imperialist intervention and ag- 
gression. 

—lIts firm support to the Cam- 
bodian people in its just struggle 
against the subversive plots of 
imperialism. 

—lIts firm support to the Latin 
American Peoples in their heroic 
struggle against imperialism and 
for national liberation. 

The Seminar is fully convinced 
that if they unite more closely 
and persevere in the struggle, 
braving every difficulty and wag- 
ing till the end the struggle a- 
gainst imperialism and in parti- 
cular American imperialism, the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and other 
countries of the world will a- 
chieve the final victory in their 
struggle for national liberation. 


